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MEMORANDUM ¥OR: Deputy Director for Central Intelligence

SUBRIECT s Ditliszation of the Asrcspace Trainer
NF-1044A for Reconnaiesance Purposes

i. 1have personally roviewsd the flight profiles and pare
formance characteristics of the NF'-104A and as far as § can de-
tormine there is very little, if any, application for such & syster:
to photographic and BELINT recomnnizaance. The main reasons
wre:

a. The system bas no vange c¢apabilition,

b It wonld be vary difficalt to stabilize the camara
eystems during the flight trajectory.

<. The timing of pull-up and the short duration of the
ballistle trajectory portion of the flight is such that it
would be practically impoesible for the pilet fo acyuire
and identify & target to eay nothing of atterpting to operate
the camers at the target under the precise conditions that
- would be required by shutter speed, focal length, and
other camers parametars.

d. The time limit i the target ares makes the eyetem
of little usne for ELINT purposes.

e. I doubt very much whether the pilot will bave any

more than very marginel control of the airoraft during the
trajectory phase of the flight.
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2. There are situstions wiere this system might provide
us with & very lismited and marginal capability. In ray opinion the
reSCUTFCES NACeSSATY to AcqQuire sucCh 8 system versus the smail
retirn we would get for the system mnakes it economically s well
as tachnically unfeasible.

3. We will monitor the devalopment of this system as it
iz being designed ar» AR asrospace trainer for any possible potential
in the photographic and ELINT reconnnissance aresd.

JACK C. LEDFGRD
COLONEL, USAF
Aasistant Director
{Special Activitica}

CONCUR:

25X1A

./;L Deruty Directer (Research)

AD/OSA:;JCLedford:bwl (20 May 1963)
Digtribution:
Orig & 1 - Addee
2 - DD/R
1 - AD/OSA
1 - DIFA
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